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Abstract

The pandemic has posed a number of challenges to university studies. The whole study process,
the conditions, the context, the conditions for student mobility, the technical possibilities, and
finally the quality of the studies have changed. During the pandemic period, a number of studies
have been carried out on how higher education is organised in the context of a pandemic, but
there is still a lack of analysis on how students perceive the usefulness of distance learning.

A quantitative study was carried out with a contingent of 132 prospective preschool and primary
education teachers, and students in the field of social sciences at three Lithuanian universities.
The aim was to explore possible antecedents of the perceived usefulness of an online learning
platform during the pandemic. The sample consisted of 24 first-year, 52 second-year, 28 third-
year and 28 fourth-year students. The data obtained during the study were processed and
analysed using SPSS software. In addition, structural Equation Modelling (SEM) with Lisrel 9.3 for
Windows has been used to test the model.

Three factors were extracted. All constructs have a very good convergent and discriminant
validity. These factors are important for analyzing the effectiveness of distance learning in
general. It was found that the most important contributor to the perceived usefulness is the ease
of access. It was also found that content adaptation has a positive influence on the perceived
usefulness.
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